My name is Andrew Bladon, and I am a former student of The Earls High School. Since leaving Earls, I have spent 2 years at King Edward VI College Stourbridge for my A-levels, and am now in my first year at Cambridge University, reading Natural Sciences.

I have been offered the opportunity to travel to Indonesia next summer, to work for a conservation organisation called Operation Wallacea. Operation Wallacea has been running for a number of years and, having originally started in Indonesia, now has projects in 7 countries around the world. Although it is run by university academics from many universities, Operation Wallacea relies on the work of university students such as myself to carry out a lot of the research and surveys each summer.

The goal of the organisation is to study how human activites, such as climate change, deforestation and over fishing, are affecting some of the world’s most fragile, but valuable ecosystems, and to try to put in place measures to reduce the damage. Importantly, Operation Wallacea is committed to working with local people, so that they benefit from the environment around them. This not only improves the quality of life for many impoverished people, but also ensures that they value the natural world in its pristine state, because they benefit more from the income generated by eco-tourism than they would from cutting down the trees to make space for farms, or by overfishing the seas.
When I am in Indonesia, I will spend two weeks in the jungle on the island of Buton, just south east of Sulawesi. Here I will spend most of my time studying the birds of the region, many of which are only found in very small pockets of forests. The data we collect will be added to Operation Wallacea’s long term database, to show how the populations have changed, and see which areas of the forest are most valuable, and therefore the most important to lobby the government to protect.
For my second two weeks I will work on a dive boat, studying the populations of fish and marine mammals, such as whales and dolphins, on some of the most pristine reefs in the world. Thanks to the early work of Operation Wallacea, many of the reefs in this region are protected as a marine nature reserve, but in order to keep this protection, it must be demonstrated that the area is benefitting from it. It is also now time to see how ecotourism and fishing quotas can work in neighbouring areas, and to train local people to work with us to protect their oceans.
In order to travel to Indonesia, I need to raise around £3000, and I would be very grateful if the school could help me to reach this target. I have asked the school council to consider what they think would be the best way to fundraise, be it by cake sales or sponsored events, quizzes or any other ideas that students may have.

In return for all of your help, I have offered to come into school to talk to students about whatever you feel would be most beneficial. It has been suggested that I could talk to geography students about the ecotourism in Indonesia, as a real life example of some of the things they have studied. I could also talk to the school about the work I do in Indonesia, so that the students can see how their money was spent, and inspire others to aim for such projects in a few years time.
Having just gone through college and started university, I could also talk to older students about life at these institutions, what A-levels are like, or how to best prepare yourself for university applications. I might even be able to dispel some of the myths that surround Cambridge and Oxford, to encourage students that they really can aim for the top.

Finally, I have other experience of conservation work, as a regular volunteer for the RSPB at Sandwell Valley, and so would be quite happy to talk about their work, and how to set yourself up for a career in conservation.

Essentially the choice is yours. It is up to the school council whether they decide to help me, and if so how they want to raise the money. It is also up to you to decide what you want me to do in return. I have given the teachers the dates when I am back from university, and they know that I am happy to come in a number of times to give different talks on different topics. If there are any other ideas of what I could do, then I would also be happy to hear them.
I hope that you agree that the work of Operation Wallacea is vital for the protection of some of the most fantastic ecosystems in the world, and that by helping me you can help to protect them. I also hope that I will be able to give something back in return, to inspire the current students of Earls to achieve their potential, and to learn one of the most important lessons in life – take every opportunity you get, and you never know where you’ll end up!
For more information on Operation Wallacea, visit their website:

www.opwall.com

